A Teacher’s Guide to
I LOVE SHARKS, TOO!
A classroom guide created by author (and veteran teacher) Leanne Shirtliffe,
based on the book I LOVE SHARKS, TOO!
written by Leanne Shirtliffe and illustrated by Lorenzo Montatore,
published by Sky Pony Press, 2017.
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About
I Love Sharks, Too!
Stevie loves sharks. A LOT. Each time his mom asks him to do something, such as
brush his teeth, Stevie responds with a cheeky shark fact, like: "Mako sharks don't
have to brush their teeth because they're covered in fluoride.” From morning to
bedtime, Stevie and his mom’s witty banter escalates. Will they learn to listen to—
and maybe even understand—each other?
Shark facts abound in this humorous and charming tale.

INFORMATION
AUTHOR: Leanne Shirtliffe
ILLUSTRATOR: Lorenzo Montatore
PUBLISHER: Sky Pony Press (distributed by Thomas Allen in Canada)
DATE AVAILABLE: June 6, 2017
ISBN: 978-1510708846
AGES: 3-8
Hardcover: 32 pages
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About the Author & Illustrator
Leanne Shirtliffe loves playing with words and
rearranging them to find often-funny combinations. I
Love Sharks, Too! is her fourth picture book. It was
inspired by a conversation she had with her own sharkobsessed son at bedtime years ago. Her other picture
books are The Change Your Name Store, No More
Beige Food, and Saving Thunder the Great. Leanne
and her family live in Calgary, Alberta.

Lorenzo Montatore has been passionate about
drawing from from an early age. Heavily influenced by
cartoons from the fifties and sixties and old comics, he
developed his career working in such different projects
as books, zines, comics, and magazines, always
bringing a spark of quirkiness to every story he works
on. He lives in Madrid, Spain.
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How to Use This Guide
This Teacher’s Guide for I Love Sharks, Too! was created for teachers to use
with children in Kindergarten through Grade 4. Teachers are encouraged to
select the activities that are appropriate for the age and ability of their
students, to adapt the activities, and to have fun.
This guide includes activities for language arts, social studies, art, and math.
Additional art, drama, and technology activities have been integrated
throughout.
This guide was created with content standards in mind.
Spellings are American. Apologies to my fellow Canadians, eh?
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Language Arts Activities
–– PREDICTION & PREPARATION (BEFORE READING) –––––––––––––

Look at the front and back cover. Ask students:
What do you notice?
Who is the main character? What can you infer or guess about him?
How do you know he likes sharks?
What could the fact that he has only one sock indicate?
What could a sideways glance (vs. a straight-on glance) indicate?
Look at the dust jacket and the opening pages of I Love Sharks, Too! Point out the
Front cover

Spine

Title page

Back cover

End papers

Dust jacket

Skim through the book. Point out the story as well as the backmatter, which
spans multiple pages in I Love Sharks, Too.
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–– READ THE STORY ALOUD –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
–– COMPREHENSION (AFTER READING) –––––––––––––––––––––––––
Ask basic questions to assess general comprehension, such as:
What is the problem?
What does Stevie’s mom want him to do?
How does Stevie respond to each problem? What is the pattern?
What do both Stevie and his mom realize at the end?
Practice inferring by exploring the following questions:
What do we know about Stevie?
What do we know about Stevie’s mom?
Practice evaluating Stevie’s responses and inventing new ones:
What might be some polite, non-shark ways for Stevie to respond
to his mom’s requests?
What helps Stevie and his mom to reconnect at the end?
Develop text–to–self connections. Ask students:
What chores or jobs do you have to do?
Stevie is a shark expert. What do you like? Or what would you
love to be an expert on?
Consider making an expert chart for the class. What is everyone’s
expertise? Ensure everyone has one (e.g. saying thank you,
eating healthy lunches, spelling, hockey)
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–– REREADING FOR A PURPOSE (AFTER READING) ––––––––––––––
Reread the text. Make a chart of the sharks Stevie mentions, the
characteristic of that shark, and Stevie’s related complaint. Encourage
students to paraphrase.

–– ANALYZING COMPARISONS ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Read the backmatter. Ask students to notice (and list) the comparisons:
what is being compared to what? (Extension: this is called a simile)

–– LANGUAGE –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
What does Stevie’s mom mean when she says that she has “eyes in the
back of [her] head”? This is called an idiom. Idioms can be difficult to learn.
Keep track of idioms used in the classroom.
Collective nouns: a group of sharks is called a shiver of sharks. A group of
fish is called a school of fish. Research other collective nouns.
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–– ORAL LANGUAGE SKILLS –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Create a choral reading:
Write the text of the story on a flip chart (or project it onto a
whiteboard)
Divide class into two. One group will read/recite Stevie’s lines,
the other Mama’s lines.
Discuss when to pause, when to speak up. Have students
explain their reasoning.
Mark up the story with pause symbols, quiet symbols, and loud
symbols.
Rehearse.
Perform with the class (a teacher or student can read the
narrative beginning).
–– DRAMA AND MOVEMENT –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Sharks and Minnows (a game of tag)
In a large space, select a predator (the shark) to stand in the
middle.
The remaining students will be the prey (minnows). Have them
line up at one end of the play area.
When the shark yells, “Shark Attack!”, all minnows have to make
it to the other side without getting tagged.
The first student to get tagged becomes a shark.
The game pauses each time all minnows make it safely to the
other side of the play area. They cross the play area again when
the shark yells “Shark Attack!”
Only the first student tagged becomes a shark. All subsequent
students to get tagged become seaweed. They are rooted to the
ground, but can use their arms to tag people.
I Love Sharks, Too!
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–– WRITING –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

These activities depend on the age of the child/student.

A fill-in-the-blank beginning. What is your passion? What are you highly
interested in? Write your own story entitled I Love ______________, Too! You
may use this as a beginning: [Your Name] loves ______________. S/he loves
______________ more than he loves ______________. S/he loves
______________ so much s/he wishes s/he ______________.

Write or tell the story from the point-of-view from Stevie’s sister or mother.

Write a story where people are afraid of falling coconuts (see final page of
book).
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Science Activities
–– SHARK RESEARCH –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
There are 19 different species of sharks mentioned in I LOVE SHARKS,
TOO!:
• Bull shark

• Cookie Cutter shark

• Port Jackson shark

• Whale shark

• Mako shark

• Goblin shark

• Great White shark

• Reef shark

• Frilled shark

• Angel shark
• Hammerhead shark

• Lantern shark
• Megamouth shark

• Bramble shark
• Greenland shark

• Tiger shark

• Epaulette shark

• Sand Tiger shark

• Spiny dogfish shark

Give each student a different type of shark; add more if needed. Go to the
library (or bring in encyclopedias and nonfiction books). Have them
research the following:
• what it looks like (physical characteristics)
• where it lives (habitat)
• what it eats
• if it’s a threatened species and a not-threatened (safe) species
• 2 other interesting facts
Choose one or two categories. Create a shark chart that looks at a certain
categories. Then, have students play the 20-Questions Game, asking yesor-no questions to a person who has chosen a shark. Alternatively, have
students create an acrostic or Who-Am-I poem about their shark.
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–– EXTENSION (SPECIES CONSERVATION) –––––––––––––––––––––––
Show students the classification of endangered and vulnerable animals from
the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN):

Simplify as needed (e.g. Extinct / Threatened / Safe). Research and classify
the sharks (or other animals) accordingly. Discuss the importance of
conservation.
–– OTHER ANIMAL RESEARCH –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Have students select their favourite animal. Go to the library (or bring in
encyclopedias and nonfiction books). Have them research the following:
• what it looks like (physical characteristics)
• where it lives
• what it eats
• if it’s a threatened species, an endangered species, or an extinct species
• 2 other interesting facts
Create a poster, play 20-Questions, or write an acrostic poem about your
animal
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Math Activities
–– MEASURING ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Look at the “Bigger than a bus!” backmatter

Get some string or yarn and a yard/meter stick.
Go outside (or into a gym or hallway) and measure the length
of a whale shark
Have students lay down, head-to-toe to determine how many
students equal the length of an average whale shark
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Math Activities
–– FUN ADDITION –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

1 + 6=
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2 + 4=

3 + 2=

1 + 0=

2 + 2=

1 + 4=
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Math Activities
–– GREATER THAN / LESS THAN ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sharks get really hungry. They especially love to eat big numbers. Between each pair of
numbers, draw a simple shark’s mouth (with teeth!), showing it eating the bigger number.
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Health Activities
–– MOVEMENT –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Talk about the spread where Stevie is extra wriggly.
Why might Stevie be squirmy?
What makes you squirmy?
What do you do when you’re squirmy or fidgety?
How can we get the squirminess out so we can sit a bit still for a little
bit?
How does Stevie’s mom feel? How do you know?
What could Stevie’s mom do that could make her feel better?
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Health Activities continued
–– DENTAL HEALTH ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Discuss the toothbrushing spread:
Why does Stevie’s mom want him to brush his teeth?
Why is there a cobweb on his toothbrush? (Explain exagerration/
hyperbole)
What is wrong with Stevie’s reasoning?
How often should we brush our teeth?
How long should we brush our teeth for?
What could happen if we don’t brush our teeth?
What is fluoride?
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Art Activities
–– MOTION LINES ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Examine the illustration on the back cover. Look at the motion lines (sets of double lines).
Where are they? What is moving?

Motion lines create energy, something Stevie (and sharks) have a lot of!
Have students go on a scavenger hunt for other examples of motion lines in the book,
including on the jacket flap. Where, precisely, are the motion lines located? (e.g. fins,
feet, hands). Why there?
Ask students to draw a simple object (e.g. ball, hand) and add motion lines to it.
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Art Activities continued
–– DRAW A SHARK ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Illustrator Lorenzo Montatore offers this simple three-step process to drawing a shark:

STEP 1. Draw a semi-circle, like a slice of
watermelon.

STEP 2. Add the fins to let him swim .

STEP 3. Add the gills to let him breathe, the
eyes to let him see, and the teeth to let him
scare you!
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Additional Activities
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Additional Activities continued
Plan a Skype session with your class and the author, Leanne Shirtliffe.
Contact her through these links or her website: LeanneShirtliffe.com.
Have the class write to the author, Leanne Shirtliffe. Entries can be
emailed to leanneshirtliffe@gmail.com or to Leanne Shirtliffe, 1515–93rd St
SW, Calgary AB Canada, T3H 4A8. Leanne will respond to all classes.
If you have additional ideas that you wish to share on how you’ve used I
LOVE SHARKS, TOO!, contact Leanne via the above email or social media:
Facebook: @Leanne.Shirtliffe
Twitter: @LShirtliffe
Instagram: @Leanne_Shirtliffe
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