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Why me?



Revise AFTER you finish SFD 
Always make a copy of your
original draft 
Play 
Revise one thing at a time
(as much as possible) 
Regarding my advice (or
anyone else's): take what
works/resonates; leave the
rest 

Re-VISION
 Philosophy



Scene = the now, the action, the sensory details,
the showing, the one-time-one-place, the little
stories
Commentary = the later, the before, the exposition,
the reflection, the ideas, the telling, the so-what

Lee Gutkind calls this "the Yellow Test":
highlight all the scenes in any CNF piece/book in yellow; 50-
70% of any CNF should be yellow (exceptions will abound)

Highlight Scene vs. Commentary 
(non-scene stuff)

1.





Write an elevator pitch 2a.
What is it about? 

e.g. This is the story of _ who
wants _ but _. And so _

Write your story's essential question2b.
e.g. How do you sum up a father's
life and a daughter's grief in six
photos?

Then: Reread your CNF with that question/statement at the
forefront. What doesn't serve it? 



scene vs. non-scene
the time (present/past/future)
the action

In the margins of your CNF, record ONE
of the following:

[Try to ascertain your structure]

Then: Look for patterns. If there is no pattern, would a pattern help?
Is there too much of a pattern? 
Try: Make a pattern THEN break a pattern
Try: Taking more leaps. (Poetry can be great at this); must be earned.

Reverse Outline 3.

Reverse outline
other people's work. 
Steal the structure!



Did you
choose
the best
structure
or form?

4. Time List
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Writer = how do I portray myself?
am I okay if others read it?

Others = how do I portray others?
am I okay if they read this portrayal?

Is every sentence true?
Is every sentence fair?

5.



Beginnings6.
Does your CNF open at the right place?

Try starting in the central action.
Try writing 5 different beginnings.

Endings7.

Try: Use a word or image from your opening in your ending, but
change its usage.

Did you end at the right place?

Try lopping off the final paragraph
Try writing 3 different endings.



Subject (should have most of these!)
Clausal (because, although, once, etc.)
Prepositional (at, after, in, etc.)
Adverb (-ly, tomorrow, today)
-Ing 

Common types of sentence starters:

Put "to be" openers on trial: "There are," "It is," etc.

Vary Sentence Openings8.

Read aloud 
the first three words

of each sentence.



Vary Sentence Length
 (¶ length, too!)

9.

Reread your CNF,
estimating the 
 length of each

sentence.



Make your words
sing at the word
and sentence
level. 

Freshen your language.10
..

CLICHES



 Refreshing
Metaphors

advice from poet
Kelly Grace Thomas



Make
Dialogue

Count



The Wonder
of Word Lists



Expand an
image into
a motif; 
or, layer
images.

11.
.



Read it aloud.

Read it to something: 
a pet, a plant, a stuffy...

12
.



Bonus!
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